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CSF STANDING POLICY 5

CSF Policy on Campus Based Non-Mandatory Self-Assessed Fees (Campus Based Fees)

Original Approval: 1987

Amended and Approved: May 3, 2003

The Council on Student Fees is the official statewide body which represents student opinion in areas of student fees, including campus based fees.  Self-assessed fees exist in order to enhance the lives of students attending the University by providing a stable funding source for extracurricular activities, advocacy related activities, and programming.  CSF has established the following Campus Based Fee Policy:

1. Non-mandatory self-assessed fees (NMSAF) shall abide by this policy.  When NMSAF are assessed, the billing statement shall clearly state that the fee is optional, and the process for refusing to pay such a fee shall not be substantially more difficult than paying the fee.  

2. Self-assessed fees shall not fund any program, unit, or activity which is instructional or integral to the function of the University, not including student services.

3. When developing a proposal to initiate or increase a fee, the impact on the level of the total fee package shall be a primary consideration.

4. The student body should have sole authority to propose or recommend campus-based fees through student government action or the initiative process.

5. Self-assessed fees shall be approved in a student referendum consistent with student government practices.

6. The amount, type, and purpose of the fee must be stated explicitly on the ballot.

7. Campus administrators shall not promote a position on any referendum. 

8. The student body shall have sole authority for the appropriation of campus-based, self-assessed fee revenue.  This may be done through the budget process of the appropriate student government(s), a student-controlled governing board representing all affected students, or ballot language in the fee initiative.

9. CSF recognizes that some organizations, facilities, and programs rely on fees that do not meet these criteria.  It is CSF’s intent that these criteria apply to new fees and that existing fees be brought into compliance.
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The Council on Student Fees, in coalition with UCSA, is the UC-recognized student voice on fee policy.


